Part 1: What show do you want to write about, and why? 
This is an informal writing assignment to help you explore the question of what show you plan to analyze .
You will work throughout the semester to write a critical evaluation of an episode of a television program of your choice. I want you to 'think about' that choice while you write.  
From the book chapter ‘Guidelines for Television Criticism’, read the first section and the section on Critical Orientation. To refer to this essay, use this format:
              O'Donnell, V. (2017). Television Criticism (3rd ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA.: Sage Publications
 
Choose a television show that you are willing to take seriously and spend a lot of time with. State the name, production dates and network that originated the show. You can find the latter information on wikipedia. Feel free to pick a show that is on a streaming service like Netflix, Amazon, or Hulu - either as an original or syndicated. However, it can't be a movie and it must have more than one episode. 
Restrictions: Don’t work on a show that originated before you were born. Don’t work on Blackish (ABC), Fresh Off the Boat (ABC), Jane the Virgin (The CW), Gossip Girl (The CW), or New Girl (Fox).
Two important categories to think about are the Aesthetic (artistic) aspect of the show; and the Social Justice aspect of the show.
Answer the following question in a carefully considered post of about 250 words:
How is the show that you want to analyze novel in some way (aesthetically and/or socially) in comparison with other television programs of a similar type?
 Part 2: Narrative analysis
Length, format, and audience
*Using the book HOW TO WATCH TELEVISION, EDITED BY ETHAN THOMPSON AND JASON MITTELL. NYU PRESS, 2013 . 
*Chapters/ Readings:  ( 1 , 2 , 15 , 19 )
[bookmark: _GoBack]You are to write a formal essay that provides specific evidence from your show to support a clear thesis about one of the assigned problems in television criticism. You are writing for an audience of academic television critics who are familiar with all of the readings we have done so far in this course.
Length: 500 words, not including title page, abstract and references
Format: APA (see general format advice here) 
The only works that should appear in your reference list are the show that you are discussing (for correct format see Other non-print sources, Television Broadcast or Series Episode),  the chapter entitled ‘Guidelines for Television Criticism’ from the book Television Criticism by Victoria O’Donnell, and the relevant chapter from our textbook (see format for Article or Chapter in an Edited Book) if you referred to it. 
There are rules about how to format direct quotes from works on your reference list. For example, quotes longer than 40 words should be set off in a block of text by themselves. After each quote, the page number from the work should be written in parentheses like (p. 2). There are variations to these rules, so follow the basic rules here.
Example of an essay in APA Style
*Instructions
Defend the thesis that your show exhibits narrative complexity OR innovative techniques of character development OR the conventions of realism. 
Your essay should be about 500 words long. Use the first paragraph of the essay to engage your reader’s interest in ONE of the three thesis options listed above. I have provided a list of appropriate questions for each option to get you started. The rest of your essay should be your defense of this thesis, made as persuasive as possible, including effective use of evidence that could be drawn from dialog, characterization, visual storytelling, and/or the plot of the show that you chose to analyze this semester.
Choice #1: Analyze narrative complexity: 
Your thesis if you choose this prompt: The show I have chosen to analyze demonstrates narrative complexity because... (you argue the rest).
Questions to get you started (you don't have to answer all of these): Is there a pattern or formal organization of the way that time and space are presented in the story? How is time presented? Are the events successive? Do they go back and forth in time, or do events occur simultaneously in parallel? Identify the stages of the hermeneutic code—enigma, delay, and resolution—that move the narrative forward. (The enigma engages viewer interest by presenting a riddle such as “what’s going on here?” and teases the viewer to guess what happens next. The delay stalls or postpones the solution to the enigma. A resolution to the enigma is finally found, but it may create another enigma.) Can you identify the enigma, delay, and resolution or several of them in the narrative? (p. 196).
Choice #2: Analyze innovative techniques of character development: 
Your thesis: The show that I have chosen to analyze contains a character that I will analyze using Pearson's Taxonomy of Character as follows... (you break down the character into categories from Pearson's Taxonomy of Character and evaluate how effective it is). 
This is how to get started: Take apart ONE central character from your show. How is the illusion of a life-like multidimensional character created by the character’s: psychological traits/habitual behaviors; physical traits/appearance; speech patterns; interactions with other characters; environment (the places the character inhabits); and biography (character’s backstory). Try to find evidence for each of the five aspects of character building in the preceding list. For more on Roberta Pearson’s Taxonomy of Character, see How to Watch Television (p. 23)
Choice #3: Analyze the conventions of realism:
Your thesis: The show that I have chosen to analyze creates a RealFeel using the following techniques... (you list and describe the techniques and evaluate how effective those techniques are at producing a feeling that this show is more real than other shows of similar genre and topic). 
Questions to get you started (you don't have to answer all of these questions): Does the presentation of characters, places and events seem natural? What contributes to the audience’s ‘RealFeel’ about this show? For example, Homicide used documentary visual style, critical social themes, real places and real historical events, and a factual source to create its RealFeel. The techniques that produce the RealFeel in your show will be different. As evidence, list the specific techniques employed in your show and describe how they support or challenge the conventions of realism. 
Before you begin, re-read the section on ‘Story and Genre’ in Guidelines for Television Criticism. Regardless of the specific thesis you choose to support from the above, your ultimate goal is to discuss, what makes the narrative of your show unique, skillfully presented and intriguing to critical viewers like you? 
Your goal is not to be exhaustive or to answer all of the questions, but rather to arrive at an understanding of what’s most important for the reader to understand about this aspect of your show. You will incorporate the results of this essay into your final assignment with extensive revisions.  
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